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must be positive too, and that is why the British in Hankow
were so incredibly British, and in Canton so blatantly European.
Each community was fighting back, according to the methods
of its opponent. In the face of the steady relentless mass
attacks of Central China the English closed their ranks doggedly,
and built their fortress of Beckenham on a sure foundation
of the Superiority of the Whites, and Sport, and the Sanctity
of'the Home. Against the more insidious infiltrations of the
South a more mobile defence was needed, built on individual
activity and violent self-expression. I thought of the old lady
on the Hongkong wharf almost with sympathy. I saw the
official translation of an ancient report on the activities of the
foreign devils transmitted to the Emperor by the Viceroy at
Canton. " On ceremonial occasions," he said, " they gather
together, both male and female, and posture to the music of
horns." Long may they continue to posture !